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REGIONAL COMMUNICATION FORUMS 
Statement by Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade) [9.08 am]: It is with great 
pleasure that I announce the government’s intention for the 2021–22 regional communication forums. The 
government has a proud record in achieving strong linkages between government purchasing and economic and 
social outcomes. This government introduced the Western Australian Jobs Act in 2017 and the associated 
Western Australian industry participation strategy, which was the first time that legislation covered all agencies 
and all forms of procurement. Since the full implementation of WAIPS in October 2018, more than 41 000 jobs have 
been captured, over 2 700 apprenticeships and traineeships have commenced, and 91 per cent local sourcing has 
been committed. Additionally, this government, through the Western Australian Buy Local policy, has placed 
a strong emphasis on regional participation in government contracts. When the Premier launched the WA Buy Local 
policy in July 2020, a target of 3 000 jobs in the regions was set. I am pleased to announce that this target has been 
surpassed within 12 months.  
The McGowan government is committed to economic growth in our regions and we will ensure all local businesses 
in country WA have the opportunity to benefit and thrive from government procurement and work. A key factor 
in our success has been the promotion of these initiatives across the state, including the use of the regional 
communication forums. First introduced in 2019, these forums provide briefings for local business and community 
leaders on both policy and process and specific opportunities relating to individual contracts. The forums have 
proven to be extremely successful, with the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation’s exit surveys 
showing satisfaction levels of over 90 per cent. In 2020 the forums were successfully delivered in locations from 
Kununurra in the north right down to Esperance in the state’s south. 
For 2021–22, the forums are planned to return in a variety of regional centres. We intend to emphasise the 
opportunities arising from the pipeline of work announced in November 2020 and to outline the range of measures 
we are introducing for workforce skilling. We will again welcome input from attendees as communication is 
a hallmark of this government’s approach to supporting growth and diversification in the regions. I intend to go along 
to as many of these forums as I am able to and I look forward to meeting with these regional business owners and 
operators, who are the lifeblood of country WA. 
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